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Wakeley: Pseudocoxalgia in a Boy aged 4 Years
The size of the tumour did not diminish and the child began to lose weight very rapidly.
I showed this case to my colleague, Dr. Still, and he advised trying the effect of goat's serum. The case seemed so hopeless that I began giving 10 c.c. of goat's serum each day orally and 5 gr. of peptone three times a day. Peptone was administered, as Dr. Shaw Mackenzie believed that this substance increased the patient's fat-splitting ferments.
The tumour increased in size at first, then became stationary and for the last week has been smaller. The child has gradually increased in weight and is more lively.
The treatment with goat's serum was begun on November 25 and has been continued daily ever since.
It is interesting to note that a brother of this boy, aged 2, who was under the care of Dr. Still, died in November, 1927, from a retroperitoneal sarcoma. Both children had often slept in the same bed and lived in the same room. On admission to hospital on November 1 there was no sign of union, and a skiagraza showed extensive fibrocystic -disease of the shaft of the humerus.
Operation, November 9, 1927.-The upper three-quarters of the shaft of the humerus was exposed and as the diseased portion of the shaft consisted only of the thinnest possible lamina of bone and no conservative operation seemed possible, the entire diseased area measuring 5 in.-was excised. The resulting defect was made good by the insertion of a 7* in. graft taken from the left fibula and consisting of the whole thickness of that bone. During the insertion of the graft the musculo-spiral nerve was stretched and a transient paralysis resulted.
Skiagrams taken on November 23, December 5, and December 29, 1927 , show the progress of the graft, which appears to be surviving.
